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Abstract

The Polish-Ukrainian relations presented in the local and regional press are of a rather
neutral nature. Publications about Polish-Ukrainian relations in the Wielkopolska
press refer to the following aspects: the history of Polish-Ukrainian relations, an inter-
national cooperation of local governments, sport and “Euromaidan”. The local and
regional media are dominated by news articles. Thus, local and regional media ad-
dressing the Polish-Ukrainian relations are not influential, but static. This stability is
a feature of the local media, confirmed by the research of readership (PBC, 2010), and
the public opinion is formed by the national media. A common theme appears in all the
presented aspects of the Polish-Ukrainian relations – Ukraine trying to enter Euro-
pean Union.

Key words: local and regional press, Polish-Ukrainian relations, international coop-
eration of local governments, sport and “Euromaidan”

The analysis of the content of regional and local media in Wielko-
polska as regards the Polish-Ukrainian relations allowed singling out four
main topic areas. The first one concerns the historical context of the Pol-
ish-Ukrainian relations, the second – the initiation and development of
foreign cooperation on the self-governmental level, third – sport (espe-
cially after Euro 2012), and the fourth – the political and military crisis in
Ukraine. The historical context refers to preserving historical memory
about the Polish-Ukrainian relations. In fact, it concerns existing political
conflicts about interpreting and documenting the history of the Pol-
ish-Ukrainian relations. This topic has been presented in a separate paper,
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as was the self-governmental foreign cooperation between Poland and
Ukraine and the Polish-Ukrainian relations in the context of sports events
(Jurga-Wosik, 2013; Jurga-Wosik, Relacje; Jurga-Wosik, Stosunki).
Therefore, the first three topic areas are limited to conclusions, which
where disscussed in former text (Jurga-Wosik, 2014). And this paper aims
to draw attention to the way the image of Ukraine is created in the Polish
media, particularly regional and local.

The research into the Polish-Ukrainian relations in the regional and
local press of the Wielkopolska region was conducted in six stages. How-
ever, the first three stages encompassed a wide thematic spectrum (includ-
ing problems in Polish-Ukrainian relations). 7% of all the issues of
local newspapers (378) in the Leszno publishing region from 1998–2001
were examined in the first stage of content analysis (Jurga-Wosik, 2013,
pp. 159–160).1 In the second stage the Panorama Leszczyñska2 newspaper
came under analysis – 2011 issues (January–August, no. 1–33). The next
stage focused on the local and regional press in Wielkopolska and its bor-
dering areas (due to the availability of Wielkopolska newspapers). 150
randomly chosen newspapers (nearly 15% of all periodicals) were ana-
lysed, taking into consideration three monthly analyses (random sampling
limited by drawing lots for the year with the exception of 2012) in the fol-
lowing periods: January–March (1993,1995, 2003, 2009), April–June
(1992,1996, 2006, 2008, 2012 until July 15th due to Euro 2012), July–Sep-
tember (2002, 2007, 2011), October–December (1994, 1997, 2004, 2005,
2010). The fourth stage included the analysis of electronic media from the
Wielkopolska region found on the internet (using Volhynia and Ukraine as
keywords) and its purpose was to complement the information with statis-
tical data (especially because the previous research into print press could
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1 Definition verifier for the press in the Leszno region is the area in which a given
newspaper is distributed and topics addressing the area (determined by common his-
tory of cities and municipality). The Leszno publishing region (County of Leszno and
Leszno itself, County of Gostyñ, County of Góra, County of Koœcian, County of
Rawicz, County of Wschowa) is known for its rich tradition connected with periodical
press. Nowadays the region includes media operating in the Wielkopolska region
(south-western part), Dolny Œl¹sk region (northern part), Lubuskie region (south-east-
ern part).

2 Panorama Leszczyñska is the biggest weekly newspaper in terms of circulation
in the Leszno publishing region. On average, there are 30,618 copies of Panorama
Leszczyñska in circulation weekly while in 2011 there were 28,306 copies. Currently
the circulation is controlled by the Polish Audit Bureau of Circulation (ZKDP).



not provide a reliable view due to a low number of articles). This research
examined G³os Wielkopolski as a regional newspaper (the electronic ver-
sion), the portal of Radio Elka (the reception covers a part of Wiel-
kopolska, Dolnoœl¹sk and Lubuskie region including the areas of the
former Leszno region, the so-called copper hub with G³ogów, Lubin,
Polkowice, Legnica as well as Krotoszyn and its surroundings) and print
and electronic press from the area of post-war resettlements in Eastern
Borderlands (the counties of Pi³a, Góra and Wschowa) and also cities co-
operating with Ukraine (7 newspapers). It all helped to generate informa-
tion from 1995–2013. The research was complemented (stage five) with
an analysis of the national press (daily, weekly and monthly newspapers)
between the 1st of June the 15th of July 2013 (the purpose was to scrutinize
the quality of publications on the Volhynia and Eastern Galicia massacre
in 1943–1945). The last stage of the qualitative data included the be-
fore-mentioned Leszno publishing area (36 newspapers, 100% of which
are print and online press) and covered events in Ukraine between the 28th

of November 2013 and the 6th of March 2014 (from the Eastern Partner-
ship summit in Vilnius until Crimea’s annexation by Russia following the
decision of the Council of Crimea).3

“Euromaidan” and the political-military crisis in Crimea

Nation-wide press in Poland, unlike the regional and local press (since
the Eastern partnership was established in 2009), encouraged the discus-
sion about the possibility of signing the Ukraine-European Union Associ-
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3 The decision of the Crimea Council dated on the 6th of March included the infor-
mation about the referendum on Crimea’s annexation to the Russian Federation which
was to be held in Crimea on the 16th of March 2014. As the media research did not
cover the 16th of March, it needs to be remembered that G³os Wielkopolski, being the
most popular daily newspaper in Wielkopolska (even though it is part of Polska The
Times), presented this topic as important (a page-long article, photographs of the refer-
endum on the front cover ant the subsequent page, a satirical drawing by Henryk
Sawka as well as politicians’ comments; among others by PM Donald Tusk and by
Janusz Palikot, famous for his controversial insights) – for more see G³os Wiel-
kopolski, 17.03.2014, pp. 1, 2, 8, 15 and 17. Further media analysis including the
June 16th, 2014 referendum and its international ramifications will be published in
Droga Ukrainy do stowarzyszenia z Uni¹ Europejsk¹ w mediach. Przyczynek do
badañ nad zawartoœci¹ treœci, ed. WNPiD UAM in Poznañ.



ation Agreement (Janukowycz, 2011; Parlament Krymu, 2014, p. 13;
Pilar, 2013; Prezydent: To bêdzie sukces 2011; Tajemnicze spotkanie,
2014; Tymoszenko, 2013). It was expected to happen in 2013 during the
November summit of Eastern partnership in Vilnius (Dobroszek, 2013;
Kliczko, 2013; Po spotkaniu, 2013; Prezydent Litwy, 2013; Szczyt
Partnerstwa, 2013; UE apeluje do Ukrainy, 2013). Journalists as well as
politicians took it for granted that Ukraine wanted to be part of the Euro-
pean Union and reiterated on many occasions that the final decision would
lie with the EU Council. Rados³aw Sikorski, the Polish Minister of For-
eign Affairs, lent his particularly powerful voice to this high-profile case.
He said (as a participant in the meeting of the EU’s heads of diplomacy in
Luxembourg): “An intensive dialogue with Ukraine is underway (...). We
are carefully monitoring particularly two areas, namely electoral rights
and prosecution. As far as I know, Ukraine has not undergone those re-
forms yet so as of today, there is only one possible conclusion – Ukraine is
not ready yet.” (Rados³aw Sikorski) As it reads further, Ukraine is ex-
pected to “make progress in systemic reforms, eliminate the cases in
which law is applied selectively, introduce changes in the judicial system
including the penal code and to provide a more favourable atmosphere for
investments.” The selective law application manifested itself in sentences
passed on the opposition politicians (including Yulia Tymoshenko who
was sentenced to seven years of imprisonment for abuse of power when
closing gas contracts with Russia). The regional press referred to this
problem as early as in 2011 (Premier Ukrainy, 2011). This topic was of
a significant social importance in the context of potentially boycotting the
2012 football championship in Ukraine and it created a negative image of
the country. Only one publication (feuilleton) in the local media in Gazeta
Ostrowska addressed the policy of Western Europe towards Ukraine (call-
ing for the boycott of the UEFA Euro 2012) (Sesyjna taktyka strusia). It is
noteworthy, however, that the reader of the local and regional press was
not interested at that time to combine the political and sports matters.
Panaroma Leszczyñska organized a survey asking “Are you in favour of
boycotting the Euro 2012 in Ukraine?” and out of 158 respondents a large
majority i.e. 126 people (79.7%) answered ‘no’, 27 people (17.1%) an-
swered positively while 5 people (3.2%) abstained from voting (Czy
popierasz bojkot, 2012). It speaks of neutral attitudes towards Ukrainian
issues and, furthermore, of the absence of interest towards the political,
economic and social situation in Ukraine. On the other hand, articles about
good Polish-Ukrainian relations were published sporadically. They were
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written mainly by journalists of the young generation who were not bur-
dened with difficult historical memory. It is exemplified by an article by
a young Ukrainian living in Poznañ – “The Poles and Ukrainians are very
much alike (…) there is no big cultural gap between us and that is why we
understand each other well.” (Jarmu¿, 2012, p. 5) Even quite an exciting
Poland –Ukraine match (in March 2013) did not cause a storm of negative
opinions about the Ukrainian nation, which appeared, however, during the
remembrance ceremony of the massacre in Volhynia and the Eastern
Galicia (Polska-Ukraina, 2013).

“Euromaidan” (a term introduced by the media referring to the place of
demonstrations – the Independence Square in Kiev) made it to the local
press of the Leszno region twice, while the assessment of the situation in
Crimea once.4 The first article briefly referred to the situation in Ukraine
in January. Its main purpose was to challenge prejudices (as part of
a school project called Europe Has to Breathe with two Lungs: Eastern
and Western) towards a group of 100 Ukrainians employed by the meat
processing plant S³awa. The article titled Little Ukraine in S³awa (a para-
phrase of a film titled Little Moscow5) reads that the Ukrainians “(…) of-
ten hold a degree of higher education. They are coming here because they
have no other option. There are no jobs for them in Ukraine. (…) Among
the workers (…) there are also teachers. The workers of the meat process-
ing plant are worried by the situation in Ukraine; however, they do not
want to talk about politics. They come from different parts of the country.
They speak Ukrainian and Russian (…).” (Józefiak, 2014, p. 10) The sec-
ond article referred to the protests in Lviv which was inspired by the
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4 It is noteworthy that in the 11/13 issue of Panorama Leszczyñska, which was not
in the wide analysis of the local and regional media, an article was published regarding
humanitarian aid provided by the citizens of Gostyñ. The publication confirmed a par-
ticular nature of local media – what matters for a reader is what he is familiar with.
Therefore, it was informed that the aid will be allocated towards five families where
one of the parents is dead or seriously wounded. Personal information of some people
was also given – the victims of Maidan, description of injuries inflicted, number of
children supported by one of the parents. This article was the only one in the Leszno
publishing area (considering local and regional media) which in a vivid way presented
all the stages of sniper shootings on the Liberty Square in Kiev (for more see Pomoc
dla rodzin z Ukrainy, “Panorama Leszczyñska”, 13.03–19.03.2014, no. 11, p. 5).

5 It is an award-winning Polish-Russian co-production released in 2008 and di-
rected by Waldemar Krzystek. The film is set in the middle of the Cold War in
Legnica, a town turned by the Red Army into the largest Soviet garrison on foreign soil
due to Legnica’s proximity to Czechoslovakia and East Germany [translator’s note].



events in Kiev. At the end of February, Panorama Leszczyñska published
an article titled I saw a sea of rough people (“Widzia³em morze wzbu-
rzonych ludzi”) which read: “(…) Following the clashes between the dem-
onstrators and the police, over 70 people were killed and the wave of
outrage hit not only the capital but swept the whole country (…). The jour-
ney to Lviv was peaceful and so seemed the city itself. People acted nor-
mally, however, a whole host of flags were hanging at the windows and
everyone was talking about what was going on in Maidan.” (Machowska,
2014, p. 11). Other extract presents the reaction in Lviv to the bloodshed in
Kiev – “It was not a ferocious crowd, as some media reported. I saw a sea
of outraged people, mainly young, who were marching, waving flags and
singing their anthem, not with joy or pride but with sadness. They were not
aggressive, they were not destroying anything. They had a specific pur-
pose – they wanted to express their discontent (…). That night the demon-
strators took and burnt the quarters of the regional office of secret police
and legal process (…). They burnt mainly the documents of the institu-
tions of the much-hated government. I saw neither broken shop windows
nor cars wrecked. The dust didn’t even disappear off my car even though
according to various estimates from 7 to 10 thousand people passed by it.
(…) The next day there were no police in the city any longer, instead there
were some self-defence groups to keep order (…).” (Machowska, 2014,
p. 11) This article contradicts the then rhetoric in the Polish media which
maintained that big-scale riots took place in Lviv. According to the inter-
viewee in the article those reports were not true. Moreover, “The mayor of
the city said that should the police and the special police force Berkut
shoot at people in Lviv, he himself would fight against them together with
the citizens.” (Lewandowski, 2014, p. 11) There were also questions ad-
dressed to the demonstrators inquiring about “why they were attacking le-
gally elected authorities, why they were doing it if they themselves elected
Viktor Yanukowych as president. They answered that he had cheated
them, that if they didn’t rebel, they wouldn’t live in a free country and that
what they really dreamt of was freedom and a better life.” (Machowska,
2014, p. 11)

The information and opinion in the local media was provided by eye-
witnesses and journalists. What distinguishes the articles published in lo-
cal media from the ones found in regional and nation-wide media is the
absence of references to the experts’ knowledge of politicians’ opinions.
However, the view about the Crimea conflict expressed in a feuilleton in
Panorama Leszczyñska coincided with the opinions voiced by the opin-
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ion-forming elites in Poland. The situation in Crimea was deemed danger-
ous and ; inter alia, the ostentatious manoeuvres of the Russian and NATO
armies, blocking and taking over military bases in Crimea by unidentified
special units (in the journalists’ opinion it was the Russian army referred
to by Putin as “local self-defence forces”), Russia showing off its inter-
continental ballistic missile Topol and the Internet users showing their re-
actions through posting memes vilifying the parties of the conflict. In
another extract, a columnist for Panorama Leszczyñska Robert Lewan-
dowski (deputy chief editor) stated: “I am not calmed down by the articles
claiming that the Black Sea Fleet is antiquated and its equipment is in
a horrible technical condition. This Soviet scrap heap is still in a better
working order than the Ukrainian equipment and the Russian military ad-
vantage leaves no room for doubt about how a possible armed conflict
with Ukraine would end.” (Lewandowski, 2014, p. 2)

In turn, G³os Wielkoposki, as a regional newspaper of Wielkopolska,
similarly to other national newspapers enhanced its news reporting with
opinion-forming articles. The newspaper’s bigger readership prompted its
professionalisation. In this regard, undoubtedly the attention was attracted
by two page-long publications – the first one concerning the Right Sector
in Ukraine and the second reporting on the position of journalism in this
country and the role of Micha³ Broniatowski (as ‘the only Pole’), a jour-
nalist who creates an independent Ukrainian TV channel Espreso TV
(Sobieszczañski, 2014, p. 2; Szczepañski, 2014, p. 3). Those articles attest
to the far-reaching changes taking place in Ukraine. Since the 28th of No-
vember to the 6th of March in G³os Wielkopolski (printed and digital is-
sues) there have been 37 articles addressing the changes in Ukraine. They
presented civic initiatives ‘Solidarity with Ukraine’ (both the Ukrainians
and the Poles participated in it) whose purpose is to support the democrati-
sation in Ukraine (in Poznañ, for instance, raising money for dressing ma-
terials, placing window candles, organizing concerts and demonstrations
and lighting candles on the Liberty Square) (Chcemy wolnej Ukrainy,
2014; Jêczmionka, 2014; Pomó¿my Ukrainie, 2014; Poznañ, 2013; Poz-
nañ solidarny z Ukrain¹, 2014; S³ynne dzie³o, 2014; Solidarni z Ukrain¹,
2013; Œwiderska, 2013). The media in Poznañ also reported that the Pol-
ish-Ukrainian music band Taraka performed a song titled Give Ukraine
a Helping Hand (Podaj rêkê Ukrainie), which was composed by the
leader of the group Karol Kusa and soon became an informal anthem of
Maidan and a symbol of the Polish solidarity with Ukraine (Podaj rêkê
Ukrainie, 2014; Poparcie dla Ukrainy; Œwiderska, 2014). The constantly
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updated broadcast from Ukraine left its mark also in the digital content of
the regional media (Bezduszna, 2014; Ukraina: Rozpocz¹³ siê szczyt).
Similarly, the weekend issue (1.03–2.04) of G³os Wielkopolski was domi-
nated by the Ukrainian happenings (4 articles, two of which made it to the
front-page headline; Yanukovych: I am still the President and Russian
Provocations in Crimea) (Ukraina. Janukowycz, 2014). As regards the
latter article, Yanukovych states therein: “Crimea should remain a part of
Ukraine retaining its autonomy. Ukraine should be unified and indivisi-
ble.” (Pomorski, 2014) Vladimir Putin’s actions contradicted this opinion.
Western politicians as well as Polish and foreign media talked about an
open Russian occupation of Crimea (and after the 6th of March about an in-
vasion). Russian military action on Crimea were condemned firstly by
NATO, and also by the UN secretary general and states such as the USA,
Canada, Great Britain and France who suspended the preparations for the
G8 Sochi summit. Moreover, some states froze the assets of ousted Ukrai-
nian leaders (among others Canada, Austria and Lichtenstein) and the
US imposed visa bans on Ukrainian and Russian high officials and other
people who were reported by the media to be “a threat to sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Ukraine” (especially in a situation where the Parlia-
ment of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea unanimously supported
the annexation of the peninsula to the Russian Federation, which Poland,
among other countries, deemed illegal together with the 16th of March
referendum of annexation of Crimea to Russia) (Bia³y Dom nak³ada;
http://www.Eskalacja; Wchodz¹ w ¿ycie sankcje; Ukraina: Wojskowi ob-
serwatorzy OBWE). However on the 3rd of March, the Polish media were
temporary delighted as, by contrast to Barak Obama’s vain efforts, Angela
Merkel’s short phone conversation with Vladimir Putting led to him
agreeing to diplomatic talks (they were to be carried out by the OSCE en-
voys including two from Poland – author’s note) (Kliczko: Janukowycz,
2013, p. 10). Following that, the media carefully scrutinised the Russian
reliance on trade with Germany and the rest of the world concluding that
the Russian economy is powered by Germany. It does not change the fact
the media spoke out about “the biggest crisis of the 20th century”,
“Ukraine on the verge on war with Russia”, “the looming World War III”,
“the rightful feeling of threat posed by what is happening across our bor-
ders.” (Lewandowski, 2014, p. 2; Rosja przejmuje Krym, 2014; Bronis³aw
Komorowski, 2014; Ukraina na krawêdzi wojny, 2014) In the meantime,
the following days saw more Russian activity that triggered wide media
coverage in the national, regional and local Polish media (e.g. taking over
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other military bases in Crimea and administrative buildings by armies in
unidentified uniforms, as W. Putin later explained, to safeguard order and
accusing Poland and Lithuania of training the Maidan opposition in Po-
land) (Lewandowski, 2014, p. 2). The regional press as well as the national
stressed significant participation of Poland in diplomatic negotiations in
the Ukrainian-Russian conflict (from Foreign Minister Rados³aw Si-
korski’s involvement in signing the 21st January agreement between
Yanukovych and Maidan’s representatives to acknowledging Arseniy
Yatsenyuk’s government and supporting Ukraine in the international
arena). Consequently, the EU planned an extraordinary summit to take
place on the 6th of March in order to offer Ukraine a �11bn assistance
package and consider imposing sanctions on Russia whose “forces en-
croached on the Crimea Peninsula, territory belonging to Ukraine.”
(Wchodz¹ w ¿ycie sankcje wobec ukraiñskich prominentów) On the same
day, the media also informed that NATO would strengthen security across
the whole Baltic region, as a result of which twelve F-16 American jets
were deployed to Poland, six F-15 jets and two aerial refuelling aircraft to
Lithuania (Rz: w bazie w £asku). Resolving the conflict was made all the
more complicated by the fact that, as it was reported on the 5th and 6th of
March, the OSCE military observers (40 people) were prevented from en-
tering Crimea – “they were halted by uniformed people.” (Ukraina:
Wojskowi obserwatorzy) Meanwhile, Internet users in Poland and around
the world created memes mocking this difficult political situation and
making W. Putin the target of the ridicule. What cannot be achieved in the
real world is becoming possible – the Internet users have gained “power”
over W. Putin. On the 6th of March R. Maj, an expert from the University
of Social Sciences and Humanities stated in the second channel of the pub-
lic TV that it is a typical response to a stressful situation caused by the cri-
sis in Ukraine if not the “spectre of war” (author’s note).

Conclusions

Polish-Ukrainian relations analysed in the local press were of a neutral
nature and neither built nor consolidated (few publications) the image of
a Polish-Ukrainian agreement or its absence in the collective memory. The
regional press, however, together with the national one, meticulously de-
scribed the support for the new Ukraine. It informed that the West con-
demned Putin, exposed his lies on the UN forum, declared solidarity with
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the new, revolutionary government in Kiev and threatened Russia with
sanctions, some of which actually have already been introduced. The re-
gional press of Wielkopolska and the national print media and its digital
versions played a significant informative role when reporting the happen-
ings in Ukraine from the 28th of November 2013 to the 6th of March 2014.
They systematically updated information on their portals posting the pub-
lications provided by press agencies, correspondents for the national press
and foreign press and, of course, their own articles. The regional and na-
tional media expressed unanimous, professional and objective opinions.
Not only did they present the developments in Ukraine and the subsequent
measures taken by other states and international organisations, but they
also educated the reader by shedding light on Ukraine’s history, its cul-
tural differences and Ukraine and Russian’s military power. On many oc-
casions complex graphic designs (maps, drawings, photographs) were
used for this purpose. Ukraine was depicted as undemocratic however
striving for democracy, poor and corrupt and yet open to changes, a coun-
try divided along the line of Eastern and Western influence. This duality
was presented as a problem not only for the newly elected interim govern-
ment but also for the European Union and Russia. It is noteworthy that
Yanukovich’s actions which led to escalating violence (in particular on
the 20th of January on the “Euromaidan”) together with Russian military
manoeuvres in Crimea and its propaganda6 persuaded the international
community to help Ukraine which beforehand was only an object of mere
observation (excepting the Polish foreign ministry). In Poland columnists
maintain that Putin lost Ukraine and the Crimean issues not only compro-
mise him on the international arena but also increase disparities among
politicians in Russia. This “little” cold war over Crimea did not spark
a world-level conflict, in fact, no one wants an armed conflict and, more-
over, the oligarchs keep Putin in check. Even if Crimea remains a part of
Russia, it will continue being energy-dependent on Ukraine. It seems as
though the ongoing display of power by the Russian army and by the EU
may result in a more acute crisis – an energy crisis. Besides, military activ-
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6 Putin’s accusations that the initiators of Maidan were trained in Poland and in
Lithuania; therefore “the West supports the fascists” or broadcasting on Russian TV
faces of the same women participating in pro-Russia rallies in different Ukrainian cit-
ies at the same time, which did not escape the Internet users’ attention giving rise to
a series to anti-Russian jokes.



ities in Crimea prompted a discussion among politicians in Baltic States
and in Ukraine about the need to modernize their armies.

However, it needs to be stressed that all four aspects outlining the Pol-
ish-Ukrainian relations (history, self-governmental cooperation, sport and
current politics) prove to have a common denominator – publications of-
ten feature the theme of Ukraine’s signing of the EU association agree-
ment. During the before-mentioned extraordinary EU summit dedicated to
Ukraine, Arseniy Yatsenyuk pressed the EU to quickly resolve that matter.

Interesting data is revealed by statistical research into the attitude of
Poles towards the Ukrainians (Radek, 2012, p. 57; Sobczyñski, 2005,
p. 72). Currently in 2013 (Centre for Public Opinion-CBOS research) lik-
ing for the Ukrainians is roughly as common as an aversion to them (liking
– 31% of respondents, indifference – 28% and aversion – 33%) [Stosunek
Polaków, 2013]. In the context of the Maidan happenings in 2013 and
2014, the Poles contributed to humanitarian aid for Ukraine. Politicians,
journalists and ordinary citizens widely commented the happenings in
Ukraine (including the developments in Crimea) and often expressing
opinion that Ukraine is ready for real democracy and moreover that “it al-
ready saw first martyrs who laid down their lives for the European integra-
tion,” hence its moral right to be in the European Union (Maziarski, 2014,
p. 2). There were also alarming opinions for the peace stability in the re-
gion – Crimea is already a lost cause for Ukraine and the division between
the eastern and western Ukraine is quite possible (Zawadzki, 2014, p. 2).
However, such a perspective may give a green light to further demonstra-
tions wherever the Russian government has been held in low esteem for
a long time (Nies³uchowska).
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Streszczenie

Relacje polsko-ukraiñskie prezentowanie w prasie lokalnie i regionalnej prezentowa-
ne s¹ raczej w sposób neutralny. Publikacje dotycz¹ce stosunków polsko-ukraiñskich
w prasie wielkopolskiej dotycz¹ nastêpuj¹cych aspektów: historia relacji polsko-ukra-
iñskich, wspó³praca miêdzynarodowa samorz¹dów, sport i Euromajdan. W mediach
lokalnych i regionalnych dominuj¹ artyku³y informacyjne. St¹d te¿ lokalne oraz regio-
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nalne media odnosz¹ce siê relacji polsko-ukraiñskich nie s¹ wp³ywowe, lecz raczej
statyczne. Stabilnoœæ natomiast jest cech¹ mediów lokalnych, co potwierdzaj¹ bada-
nia (PBC, 2010), wykazuj¹ce zarazem, ¿e opiniê publiczn¹ kszta³tuj¹ przede wszystkim
media o zasiêgu krajowym. We wszystkich materia³ach dotycz¹cych relacji pol-
sko-ukraiñskich pojawia siê wspólny w¹tek – starañ Ukrainy o cz³onkostwo w Unii Eu-
ropejskiej.

S³owa kluczowe: prasa lokalna i regionalna, stosunki polsko-ukraiñskie, wspó³praca
miêdzynarodowa samorz¹dów, sport i “euromajdan”

Ðåçþìå

Ìåñòíàÿ è ðåãèîíàëüíàÿ ïðåññà äåìîíñòðèðóåò ïîëüñêî-óêðàèíñêèå îòíîøåíèÿ

ñêîðåå íåéòðàëüíî. Ïóáëèêàöèè, êàñàþùèåñÿ ïîëüñêî-óêðàèíñêèõ ñîîáùåíèé,

â âåëèêîïîëüñêîé ïðåññå êàñàþòñÿ ñëåäóþùèõ àñïåêòîâ: èñòîðèÿ ïîëüñêî-óêðà-

èíñêèõ îòíîøåíèé; ìåæäóíàðîäíîå ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâî îðãàíîâ ìåñòíîãî ñàìîóï-

ðàâëåíèÿ; ñïîðò è “Åâðîìàéäàí”. Â ìåñòíûõ è ðåãèîíàëüíûõ ÑÌÈ äîìèíèðóþò

èíôîðìàöèîííûå òåêñòû. Áëàãîäàðÿ ýòîìó ìåñòíûå è ðåãèîíàëüíûå ÑÌÈ

ïîêàçûâàþò ïîëüñêî-óêðàèíñêèå îòíîøåíèÿ íå òîëüêî òâîð÷åñêè, íî òàêæå

è ñòàáèëüíî. Ýòà ñòàáèëüíîñòü õàðàêòåðèçóåò ìåñòíûå ÑÌÈ, ÷òî ïîä-

òâåðæäàþò ÷èòàòåëüñêèå îïðîñû (PBC, 2010), â ñâîþ î÷åðåäü îáùåñòâåííîå

ìíåíèå ôîðìèðóåò íàöèîíàëüíûå ÑÌÈ. Îáùåé òåìîé, êîòîðàÿ ïîÿâëÿåòñÿ âî

âñåõ îõàðàêòåðèçîâàííûõ àñïåêòàõ ïîëüñêî-óêðàèíñêèõ îòíîøåíèé, ÿâëÿåòñÿ

ïðîáëåìà Óêðàèíû íà ïóòè â ÅÑ.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: ìåñòíàÿ è ðåãèîíàëüíàÿ ïðåññà, ïîëüñêî-óêðàèíñêèå îòíî-

øåíèÿ, ìåæäóíàðîäíîå ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâî îðãàíîâ ìåñòíîãî ñàìîóïðàâëåíèÿ,

ñïîðò è “Åâðîìàéäàí”

Àíîòàö³ÿ

Ïîëüñüêî-óêðà¿íñüê³ â³äíîñèíè â ëîêàëüí³é òà ðåã³îíàëüí³é ïðåñ³ ïðåçåíòóþòüñÿ

íåéòðàëüíî. Ïóáë³êàö³¿ ó âåëèêîïîëüñüê³é ïðåñ³, ïðèñâÿ÷åí³ ïîëüñüêî-óêðà¿íñüêèì

ñòîñóíêàì, ñòîñóþòüñÿ òàêèõ àñïåêò³â: ³ñòîð³ÿ ïîëüñüêî-óêðà¿íñüêèõ ñòîñóí-

ê³â, ì³æíàðîäíà ñï³âïðàöÿ îðãàí³â ì³ñöåâîãî ñàìîâðÿäóâàííÿ, ñïîðò ³ ªâðîìàé-

äàí. Ó ëîêàëüíèõ òà ðåã³îíàëüíèõ ÇÌ² äîì³íóþòü ³íôîðìàö³éí³ ñòàòò³. Ö³ ÇÌ²

íå âïëèâîâ³, à ñòàòè÷í³. Õàðàêòåðíîþ ðèñîþ ëîêàëüíèõ ìåä³à º ñòàá³ëüí³ñòü,

íàòîì³ñòü ñóñï³ëüíó äóìêó ôîðìóþòü íàö³îíàëüí³ ìåä³à, ùî ï³äòâåðäæóþòü

äîñë³äæåííÿ (PBC, 2010). Ó âñ³õ ìàòåð³àëàõ ùîäî ïîëüñüêî-óêðà¿íñüêèõ ñòî-

ñóíê³â ç’ÿâëÿºòüñÿ âèòîê ïðî ñòàðàííÿ Óêðà¿íè ñòàòè ÷ëåíîì ªÑ.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ëîêàëüíà òà ðåã³îíàëüíà ïðåñà, ïîëüñüêî-óêðà¿íñüê³ ñòîñóíêè,

ì³æíàðîäíà ñï³âïðàöÿ îðãàí³â ì³ñöåâîãî ñàìîâðÿäóâàííÿ, ñïîðò ³ ªâðîìàéäàí
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